Abstract
, Z = 4, R gt(F) = 0.023, wRref(F 2 ) = 0.047, T = 293 K.
Source of materials
Eu 2 Li 1.16 Mg 0.84 Ge 3 was synthesized from a mixture of pure elements in stoichiometric amounts via direct heating method in argon atmosphere up to 1243 K for 24 h. After cooling down at a rate of 50 K/h, the product was obtained as dark grey crystals with metallic lustre. Sr 2Li0.94Mg1.06Ge3 was synthesized from a mixture of pure elements in stoichiometric amounts via direct heating method in argon atmosphere up to 1223 K for 12 h. After cooling down at a rate of 50 K/h, the product was obtained as dark grey crystals with metallic lustre.
Experimental details
In each structure, there is a mixed occupancy of one position by lithium and magnesium which was also refined. [1] . The structures are well refined by one position here yet with a quite large displacement along c direction. This observation can be traced back to the irregular coordination spheres. However, it is difficult to rule out that electronic factors might also play an important role. The M¢ position is coordinated by a Ge 4 tetrahedron, it is situated at the centre of a Eu 5 
Discussion

